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Dear Friends of Old Red,
We are delighted to announce that Barbara L. Thompson, MD (Class of ’71 and UTMB’s Professor and
Chair of Family Medicine) has made a generous gift in support of a new medical museum to be located
on the third floor of Old Red. In recognizing the gift, UTMB President David Callender, MD said that Dr.
Thompson’s gift is “ensuring the Ashbel Smith Building remains a focal point of our campus,
encouraging our students to learn about UTMB’s celebrated history.” Dr. Thompson’s vision will ensure
work can begin to preserve Old Red’s former anatomical dissection laboratory and UTMB’s historical
specimen collections.
Collections Assessment for Preservation Program, 2018
On March 1, 2018, the Old Red Medical Museum Project was one of 80 successful applicants across the
United States to be enrolled in the Collections Assessment for Preservation Program (CAP), which is
supported through a cooperative agreement between the Institute of Museum and Library Services and
the Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works. The CAP
assessment will focus on UTMB’s historical specimen collections and their storage environments (in Old
Red and the Clinical Sciences Building), and help us devise policies and procedures relating to
collections care.
Hands on Training! Mütter Museum of The College of Physicians of Philadelphia
A small team of dedicated Old Red Medical Museum project members have been afforded the unique
opportunity to receive hands on training in specimen preservation from our colleagues at the Mütter
Museum. Participants will acquire the practical skills and knowledge to begin the task of preserving
UTMB’s 2000 historical specimens. We will keep you updated on this collaboration in a future issue.
The March Issue: The historical specimen collections also feature in two of our three guest editorials:
Michael Grimes, University of Houston, Clear Lake: The building in the middle of the campus that is
different than the rest. (Pages 2-4)
Arlene Macdonald, PhD, Institute for the Medical Humanities, UTMB: Making Warren Matter:
Pathological Bodies, Histories, Humanities. (p.4-6)
Jerome Crowder, PhD, Institute for the Medical Humanities, UTMB: Photography things: two
photographers display their work on human(’s) objects. (p.6-7)

“The building in the middle of the campus that is different than the rest”
Michael Grimes, University of Houston, Clear Lake
For 20 years I have lived in Galveston, during that time I have visited UTMB many times. During
those visits I always noticed one building that was much different than the rest, it was obviously
much older than the surrounding buildings and with that it had an air of greatness, a look that has
disappeared from modern architecture and been replaced with the drab straight lines and cold glass
and steel. Living in Galveston this is not something uncommon as the entire island is dotted with
grand symbols of a time long ago. Just driving down Broadway similar structures like the Bishops
Palace, the Moody Mansion, and Sacred Heart Church attract thousands of visitors every year to
witness something that most only see in pictures. Then there is this building sitting there in the
middle of one of the most modern and technology advanced areas of the island, with very few
people, beyond the locals really knowing its story.

About a year ago I became part of the Biotechnology
club at the University of Houston Clear-Lake. At the
time I felt the need to do something different with our
group, beyond the usual trip to NASA. I remembered
a lecture I had attended a few years prior at Galveston
College. The lecturer was Dr. Joan Nichols and she
talked about the National Laboratory here on the
island. It was mentioned during the lecture that
sometimes they allow groups to do tours. As amazing
as this information was, at the time I did not know any
groups that I could tag along with, but now was my
chance.
Students from the University of Houston, Clear Lake
sitting on the steps of Old Red.
Michael Grimes, back row, far right
December, 2017

Little did I know that it was going to open my eyes to something I never expected. Soon I was
contacted back by Connie Holubar, Director of Operations at the Galveston National Laboratory
who very graciously offered my group a tour of the facility. While discussing the details of the tour
she asked if we would be interested in exploring any other parts of the campus. Not knowing much
about the campus, I asked for her recommendation. At that point she mentioned the Old Red. I was
not sure how the students would react to touring an old building, when the main point of the tour
was to see the newest and most advanced building on the campus, but I agreed just to have a little
more for the students to do after driving the 45 minutes from Clear Lake.

Panorama, third floor of Old Red. Photograph courtesy of P.Summerly

The days leading up to the tour there was much excitement among the students, we were all going to
witness a BSL4 in real life, unfortunately that same level of excitement was not there for the first part
of the tour, which was Old Red. I was concerned that the students were just going to put up with this
part and believe it was a waste of their time. The group was made up of mainly biotech, biology, and
pre-med students. Even though they understand the importance of the past, it is not something that is
exciting. As scientists in training its much easier to only view the future, not really where we came
from, but what can we do to make the future happen now. When we arrived, we were greeted by Paula
Summerly at the front steps. Though the students were impressed with the grandeur of the outside of
the building, the thoughts of a tour through a dusty old building still lingered through the group. As the
tour began it seemed to be standard fair, but the farther into the tour we went the more interested the
students became. The high point became sitting in the auditorium and listening to Paula talk about not
only the history of the building, but the history of becoming a medical professional during the peak of
the buildings existence. Sitting in an auditorium lighted by natural light and amplified by the natural
acoustics of the room, was a drastic change from the lecture halls that we are used to now. The biggest
shock was understanding how the students had to learn. Living and going to school in the modern era,
we take a lot for granted. Information is available to us at any time with very little effort. Pictures,
videos, even papers are at our beck and call. Even the teachers are able to pull the information up at
anytime to help with the teaching. This was not the case a hundred years ago, when the only source that
was available was hand drawn sketches and preserved anatomical models. Having to walk through a
“museum” of samples that were painstakingly prepared, just to study a specific organ or system is a
much different experience, then googling 3D images and walkthrough videos. Once we were in the
auditorium we made our way to the third floor. We were now completely immersed in the past. By this
point the students were now fully invested and questions and thoughts were swimming through the
entire group.
Walking through the old dissection floor the images of
students learning by using the real-life samples and large
drawings hanging from the celling was now a reality.
At that point their imaginations were running wild with
the how and what-ifs, and the questions just poured out
and we ended up being late to the part of the day that
everyone was originally most excited about.
Students visit the third floor of Old Red
Photograph courtesy of M. Grimes

The weeks after the tour there was a buzz throughout the students about the amazing experience that
we were lucky enough to have. Very quickly I became inundated with other students and student
organizations wanting the experience too. Not only did they want to visit the GNL, but they wanted to
visit this other place they had heard about. Since that first tour I have brought two other groups of
students down to UTMB and each time the experience is the same. At first the students are curious, but
do not really have the excitement for history as they do for science. By the end of the first part of the
tour they have all gained a new appreciation for what was, and how far we have come.

I will admit that in the beginning I too was skeptical. I grew up with a mom that loved to collect
antiques. That meant a house full of old furniture and trinkets. Growing up with it caused me to detest
things that were old, and only want the newest and most advanced things. That seems to have changed,
not that I want to follow in my mom’s footsteps, but like the students that I have brought to Old Red, I
have gained that same appreciation. With every visit I sit back in the auditorium and imagine students a
hundred years ago discovering concepts that are common knowledge to us today. I love to walk around
the third floor and think about what it would be like to explore anatomy with nothing more than simple
tools and sketches, rather than videos and google. It makes me wish that I could see the building as it
was, full of life and learning. This spring will be finishing my Masters degree at UHCL and will
bringing one last group of students down to UTMB. I am working with not only upcoming students,
but faculty to keep this experience available to future students. This has been great for each and
everyone of the students that have attended and makes me wonder why more have not done it in the
past.
----And I finally know all about that building in the middle of the campus that is different than the rest.

Making Warren Matter: Pathological Bodies, Histories, Humanities
Arlene Macdonald, PhD Assistant Professor, Institute for the Medical Humanities, UTMB
Each year in January, “Warren” enters the UTMB
learning environment. Close to 1000 first year
students from all UTMB schools – Medicine, Nursing,
Health Professions, Graduate School of Biomedical
Sciences– engage in an interprofessional case study
entitled “What’s Wrong With Warren?”
Warren Bernard is a right-handed, 16-year-old boy
who was diagnosed with meningitis and meningococcemia due to Neisseria meningitidis type B (even though he was vaccinated for meningitis).
Students are tasked with understanding the roles and responsibilities of their own and others’
professions in a complex case that involves emergency care, differential diagnosis, pharmaceutical
decisions, eventual amputations, community health threats, the science of vaccination, and a difficult
convalescence encompassing physical, social, occupational and ethical challenges.

“Warren”, his ailments, and his struggles existed as a hypothetical construct: a carefully written
vignette that students encountered in PowerPoint and on paper. Until this year.
On January 23, 2018, an exhibit –
“Making Warren Matter: Pathological Bodies,
Histories, Humanities”--moved the Warren case from
textual fiction to a more approximate material reality.
Anatomical and pathological specimens from the
UTMB historical collections were expressly selected
to show case the embodied pathways of the
meningococcus bacteria, the concomitant damages
to brain tissue, the pathos of amputated limbs, and
the twinned fragility and wonder of human tissue.
The specimens were installed on the 3rd floor of
Old Red, senior students of the Medical Humanities
graduate program were recruited and trained to act
Photograph courtesy of Jerome Crowder, PhD
as exhibit guides [see photo right], and the large student
body participating in the What’s Wrong With Warren case were expressly invited to visit the exhibit.
The invitation was accepted with enthusiasm! In the space of an hour, more than 230 students
discovered the richness of the UTMB specimen collection, the importance of the Old Red building to
medical training, and the value of engaging history and humanities in interprofessional training.
Students lingered over the specimens, engaged in thoughtful discussion with the Medical Humanities
students, and then completed a questionnaire that asked them to consider simultaneously the “matter”
of Warren, the politics of specimen collection and display, and the history of the academic health
sciences that the specimen collection and the Old Red building played such a vital part in.
Their responses to the exhibit highlight the ability of the specimen collection to present the tangible
realities of disease states, amputations, and the bodies that bear these afflictions. Students related an
intensified interest in the case: “fascinating… human examples make the case come alive a bit more”,
one student attested. They spoke to a heightened empathy: “It helped me to visualize what Warren
went through,” one writes. Specimens moved them to look inward; many mentioned sadness, and one
denoted: “there are many diabetics in my family so to see an amputated limb was impactful.”
Specimens also caused them to look outward, to the social and political contexts for medical research
and training. Asked how the specimen came to be in a jar, many wanted to assume “consent”,
“volunteering”, “willed body programs” – but their responses were replete with questions marks and
hesitations. “Hopefully they donated their bodies to science and were not taken by force,” one student
worried.

At the What’s Wrong With Warren debrief, where all 1000 students convened in Levin Hall to hear
the most important questions posed to each discipline, the Medical Humanities students addressed the
question of collecting and displaying specimens in all its historical complexity.

Graduate students’ nuanced facilitation of the exhibit,
the sheer power of the specimens, and the enthusiastic
engagement of the student audiences are a resounding
affirmation that history and humanities have an
important place in the training of tomorrow’s
interprofessional healthcare teams. The “Making
Warren Matter” exhibit was coordinated by Dr. Paula
Summerly, Project Manager of the Old Red Museum
Project, and Dr. Arlene Macdonald of the Institute for
the Medical Humanities (MEHU), with the very kind
assistance of José M. Barral, M.D., Ph.D., Professor
and Vice-Chair for Operations Neuroscience, Cell
Biology and Anatomy, and Shelley Smith,
Director of Interprofessional Education.

What’s Wrong With Warren debrief, Levin Hall, UTMB
Photograph courtesy of Jerome Crowder, PhD

Special thanks to MEHU students Amerisa Waters,
Carole Anhalt, Yekki Song, Nathalie Egalite, Andrew
Taylor and Syed Husaini, and to Dr. Jerome Crowder
who provided photography, and Mark Deming
(Pathology Research) for making the historical
specimens available for this event.

Photography things: two photographers display their work on human(’s) objects
Jerome Crowder, PhD Assistant Professor, Institute for the Medical Humanities, UTMB

Dr. Steve Fisher (left), Jon Crispin (right)

Exhibit, Third floor, Old Red

Photograph courtesy of Jerome Crowder, PhD

Photographer Jon Crispin spent the week of January 15 at UTMB as a Visiting Scholar of the John P.
McGovern Academy of Oslerian Medicine. Among the many activities planned for him that week, we
were excited that he visited the Third floor of Old Red / Ashbel Smith Building on Thursday, January
18 to share an open dialog with Dr. Steve Fisher (Assoc. Professor, Physical Therapy) and members
of the local community. Each photographer displayed examples of his work on “human remains”.

For Crispin, his images of the Willard Suitcases, suitcases left behind by patients at the Willard
Asylum (1869-1995), are what intrigued Dr. Dwight Wolf (Osler Scholar, John P. McGovern
Academy of Oslerian Medicine) who sponsored his visit. On the third floor, Crispin set out over 25
copies of his photographs of things left in the suitcases by former patients. Staging the suitcases
along with their contents, Crispin’s portraits of such remains pay homage to their owner and intrigue
the viewer to learn more about the patients who had once owned them. Earlier in the week Crispin’s
work opened at the Galveston Art Center. Dr. Fisher’s current photography project focuses on
various specimens in the UTMB Anatomical collection, which he has been working with for the past
three months. Each of Fisher’s anatomical photos is a compilation of images taken of a specimen
made at different focal lengths which he digitally combines into one image, offering unrivaled
depth-of-field that no single macro photo can provide. Fisher’s photos are stunning representations
of century old anatomical preparations, the details of which captivate viewers and beg for further
inquiry. Both photographers shared the floor to talk about their interest in photography and his
specific subject matter. Their dialogue ranged from how the sets of images contrasted with each
other to each man’s story of working with the objects, to considerations of how the public has
reacted to their work.

Jon Crispin (left)

Exhibit, Third floor, Old Red
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Thank you to all those who contributed articles and photographs to this edition of the Friends of Old
Red Newsletter. If you wish to learn more about the Friends of Old Red, or the Old Red Medical
Museum Project or perhaps submit an article relating to the history of UTMB and Old Red to the
newsletter please email: Dr. Paula Summerly pasummer@utmb.edu
Old Red Medical Museum Executive Committee:
Barbara L. Thompson, M.D., email: bathomps@utmb.edu
Judith F. Aronson, M.D., email: jaronson@utmb.edu
Research Project Manager: Paula Summerly, Ph.D., email: pasummer@utmb.edu

